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Abstract: Among all criminal offences, criminal homicide is thought to be one 
of the most serious. It includes deprivation of the most fundamental, the most 
elementary and the most important, among human rights, i. e. the right to life. 
Today, there is no criminal legislation that does not protect this man’s good as the 
most valuable. By each criminal homicide our humanity is deprived of a member 
of its community, to deprive the man of his life is an irreparable harm. Therefore, 
special attention is paid to criminal homicide in the theory of criminal law, as well 
as in legislation and in practice.  

Studying the penal policy concerning these crimes, we made an attempt to 
find out the characteristics and tendencies of the penal policy of courts during 
their proceedings, as well as the kind and amount of imposed criminal penalties. 
We are not going to ignore the importance that prevention, general or special, 
could have in reppression of this kind of crime.  

Studying the concerned penal policy, these crimes were supported by relevant 
data of the Institute for Statistics of the Republic of Serbia. We used the data that 
concerned crimes against persons in Serbia from 1993. to 2002. This period was 
considered long enough in order to establish some tendencies of penal policy. 

Key words: homicide, penal policy, human rights, court.


